Abstract

This study endeavored to discuss and analyze theudatt of
G.W.Bush's Administration from Islamic Fundamerstaior Islamism
in the Middle East. It aimed, in addition, to idéntthe nature of the
different factors or determinants which govern tekationship between
the Islamists and G.W.Bush's administration. Tlesihhas sought also
to examine and analyze the specific significancéhefMiddle Eastern
region. Three sources of significance can be ifiettin this context:
the economic significance of the Middle East, itsnary resources, in
particular, Oil; the geographic significance of ttegion and how such
factor has played an important role in motivatimg tUnited States
interest in the region; and finally the culturateligious significane fo
the Middle East which proved to be extremely impartas a factor in
analyzing the cultural and civilizational dimension G. W. Bush’s
attitude from Islamism in the region. The thesisoaédeavored to
examine American interests in the region, and is wkear that these
three important elements have influenced but, witlhying degrees,
Bush’s foreign policy and overall attiude towardee tregion, which
intended to maximize its benefits from the varioasources available
for the US in the region. In discussing G.W. Busfdseign policy
towards the region, it was also imperative to exanthe fashion through
which the Hawks, in his administration, have lookddhe region as a
whole in its cultural, economic and political dins@ans (the American
Big Middle East Project). Moreover, a discussiomaiv this project was
used to attend to America’s process of containgfgniism in the region.
We also discussed the fashion or form by which W dealt with

Islamism which we called a process of containmatitar than a process



of extermination or eradication. This was basedhmnassumption that
the US used this enemy (Islamism) to justify ittementions in the
region. This in turn would enable it to first useaansume the largest
possible amount of its economic resources and sicdnt its cultural
structure so as to pave the way for its hegemorgr tive Islamists’
cultural and value systems.

We also sought to define the concept of politlslEdm which we
thought can be divided into three classificatidghs;first was ideological
and it ranges from moderation, fundamentalism todiced
fundamentalism. We identified standards for modenaand extremism
and examined patterns for each of the two classifins. We also
examined political Islam from a geographic perspectliscussing the
various Islamic efforts made regarding the aimstéklishing an Islamic
state bearing in mind the huge differences in trenfof that state. We
examined here few classifications; patriotic pcdti Islam, nationalist
political Islam and universal political Islam idéping at the same time
a specific pattern for each classification. We theoved to talk about
the political forms of political Islam and iden&fl two; the Islam of
Isamic gropus and secondly the Islam of politicaltss We then
measured the stages of trasnformation of the Islaislamic religious
groups and concluded that the most dangerous séth&ges was the
process of transformation to a political party dssing at the same time
the few conditions on which basis we thought weldqoredict the
possibility of Islamic transformations in the regioWe did this by
looking at the Islamic of political units in thegien from 1932 to 2007.
We examined as well the American attitude from ¢hekssifications

and discovered that the US had no any particulaitipn towards these



classifications only in the case where it becomagaeent that these
groups have specific intentions to challenge U&redts in the region or
to interfere in the Palestinian-Israeli confliah. dther words, American
interest in the region is the main determinant 8 pblicy in addition to

any indications that might demonstrate the Islasrirgientions to impose
its hegemony in the region.

The above does not exhaust all factors as therelefmeitely other
secondary factors which constituted the motive tetheinforcing G.W.
Bush’s attitude from Islamism in the region. Theure of the neo-
conservatives to Bush’s adminstration and theittipal impact, together
with the Zionizt lobby on US foreign policy, are ionpant factors. The
role of the Zionizt lobby could be seen in the numibeJews in G.W.
Bush’s administration and how they played a roleinflaming the
American attitude from Islamism through pushing {tH& administration
to strike a blow against Ismaism and do what néed® done to contain
the rising political impact of the Islamists in tlmegion. This is in
addition to the civilizational nature of the coanfliwhich is very well
accounted for by Fukuyama, Huntington and Bernamdis.€These three
played an important role in characterizing the bonés civilizational,
I.e. one between two civilizations and its subsatjmegative impact as
well on the conflict between modernity and authetyti In this context,
the events of September 11 consitiuted the lastwvsthat broke the
camel’s back. According to some interpretationseients of September
11 were actually fabricated, given that Islam wasant to become, from
the American perspective, the new enemy and acuglydthese events
were the convincing pretext for the US militaryantention in the region

without necessarily deciding on a specific dateghdrawal.



All of this has compelled G.W.Bush’s administratimnadopt a far-
reaching strategy, asserting, as an excuse, thessigcto confront the
Islamist “enemy”. This very element allows the Aman presence in
the region an unlimited time and in an area veogelto the vital sources
of energy. G.W.Bush’s administration pursued itBgyoof containment
against the Islamists by rallying the support ot timternational
community in his decision to confront the Islamisighe region, and to
financially besiege them. In addition Bush soughtstrike a military
blow against the Islamists through what is calleslwar on terror which
we analyzed as a factor in this thesis and cantteeteonclusion that this
war was but an instrument to control the naturadltheand capabilities
of the people in the Middle East.

In the last chapter, we examine the extent to witichw. Bush’s
administration succeeded in containing Islamic amdntalism
politically, economically and militarily. We therooclude that militarily
and financially G.W.Bush’s administration failedwever it was able to,
a certain extent, politically succeeded in its confation with the
Islamists in the region through rallying the sugpof those Middle
Eastern governments that have an interest in, a&t,lehe political

containment of the Islamists.



